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Our organisat ion  began as  the  Sunrays ia
Rura l  Counse l l ing  Serv ice ,  prov id ing
support  to  farmers  fac ing  f inanc ia l
hardship .

The Sunrays ia  reg ion has  a  proud
her i tage  of  food growing .  But  changing
condi t ions  have  cha l lenged the  surv iva l
of  many industr ies .  For  decades ,  loca ls
ca l led  on our  support  to  nav igate
di f f i cu l t ies  and t rans i t ions .

Over  t ime we ’ve  seen how h igh  impact
issues  l ike  the  env i ronment ,  technology
and the  pandemic  have  af fected
indiv idua ls ,  industr ies  and towns.  We
rea l i sed that  we could  do more  than
help  rura l  bus inesses  to  surv ive  -  we
want  rura l  towns and communit ies  to
thr ive .

A  few years  back ,  we accessed
government  funding  and began to
expand serv ices ,  to  do  more
col laborat ive  work  on the  ground to  co-
des ign  economic  and community
deve lopment  programs –  workshops  for
bus iness ,  on l ine  t ra in ing ,  rev i ta l i sat ion
pro jects  and aer ia l  mapping  for  s t rateg ic
p lanning .  In  2021 we changed our  name
and organisat iona l  s t ructure  to  ref lect
what ’ s  become a  broader  scope and
v is ion.

Rura l  Bus iness  & Community  i s  a
company on a  miss ion to  co-wr i te  a  new
narrat ive  wi th  rura l  towns across  north
west  V ic tor ia  and southern  New South
Wales .  The  next  chapter  i s  a l l  about
rura l  renewal .
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3.  Sustainabi l i ty

We wi l l  pursue
susta inable  funding
streams that  support
thr iv ing  rura l  towns and
communit ies .

4.  Our  Staff

We wi l l  va lue ,  recognise
and invest  in  our  people .

5.  Bui ld  Organisat ional  
    Compl iance

We wi l l  pursue
organisat iona l
exce l lence .
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    our  People
1.  Our  Communit ies  and 

Support ing  and ass is t ing
rura l  communit ies  through
del ivery  of  agreed
programs a imed at
embrac ing  res i l ience  and
support ing  susta inabi l i ty .

2.  Connect ion through 
    Creat ive  Conversat ions

We wi l l  encourage inc lus ive
and creat ive  conversat ions
wi th  rura l  communit ies  and
stakeholders ,  ensur ing  we
al l  know and understand
who we are ,  what  we do
and share  poss ib i l i t ies .

VISION & GOALS

OUR VISION

High qual i ty  and
measurable  s tandards ;

Engaged,  robust  and
respect fu l
re lat ionships ;

C lear  and t ransparent
communicat ion;

Poss ib i l i ty ,  in tegr i ty
and accountabi l i ty .

Our v is ion is  thr iv ing
rural  towns and
communit ies .

We leverage  the
count less  poss ib i l i t ies
for  rura l  communit ies .

Br ing ing  resources ,
research  and f rameworks
to  the  tab le ,  Rura l
Bus iness  & Community
co l laborates  wi th  loca l
people  to  ign i te  ex is t ing
potent ia l ,  to  spark  ideas
and f i re  up the  future .
We fac i l i ta te  asp i rat ions
that  are  des i rab le  and
doable .  

Governance  i s  overseen
by a  credent ia led  Board.
The work  i s  managed and
implemented by  an
exper ienced team.

Our  organisat ion  i s
underp inned by  four
p i l lars :

OUR GOALS
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Jack  Forbes
Chair  (appointed 24/3/21)

Board member  s ince  2021.
Prev ious ly  served on the  Board
of  Sunrays ia  Rura l  Counse l l ing
Serv ice  for  36  years .

A fami ly  background in
farming  mot ivates  Jack 's
commitment  to  rura l  and
farm issues .
He is  a  Member  of  the
Austra l ian  Inst i tute  of
Company Directors  and
has  completed f inanc ia l
p lanning  and account ing
course  segments .
Jack  has  sk i l l s  in
success ion p lanning ,
ret i rement  p lanning  and
aged care  i ssues ,
superannuat ion ,
government  ass is tance
programs and rura l
f inanc ia l  i ssues  through
exper ience  as  a  former
F inanc ia l  In format ion
Serv ice  Of f i cer  wi th
Centre l ink  Mi ldura .
Jack  i s  now semi-ret i red
but  cont inu ing  to  pursue
his  interest  in  see ing  rura l
Austra l ia  grow and
f lour ish .

John Senior
Secretary  (appointed
26/1/22)  

Board member  s ince  2021.
Prev ious ly  served on the  Board
of  Sunrays ia  Rura l  Counse l l ing
Serv ice  for  13  years .

John has  extens ive
exper ience  in  the
management  of  smal l  and
medium enterpr ises ,  has
been a  member  of  boards
of  management  in  the
bus iness  serv ices  and
aged care  sector  for  over
ten years  and is  current ly
consul t ing  in  the
government  funded hea l th
and community  sector .
John has  a  cont inu ing
interest  in  qual i ty
assurance  and a
commitment  to  the
del ivery  of  serv ices  in
support  of  hea l th  and
wel lbe ing  in  remote  and
rura l  areas  of  Austra l ia .
H is  qua l i f i cat ions  inc lude
a Cert i f i cate  in
Management  Serv ices  and
a postgraduate  Dip loma in
Management  Studies .

Lyn  Heaysman
Board Member

Board member  s ince  2021.
Prev ious ly  served on the  Board
of  Sunrays ia  Rura l  Counse l l ing
Serv ice  for  23  years .

Lyn 's  interest  in
agr icu l ture  s tems f rom
twenty-one years  of
owning  a  fami ly  v ineyard
in  Sunrays ia .
She has  served on the
Austra l ian  Dr ied  Fru i ts
Assoc iat ion  Board and as  a
Director  of  the  V ic tor ian
Dr ied  Fru i ts  Board ,  a
pos i t ion  she  he ld  for  ten
years .
Lyn  i s  current ly  Chair  of
Pr inces  Court  Homes
Board.  She  has  been se l f -
employed in  her  f inanc ia l
p lanning  bus iness  for  over
twenty- four  years .
Lyn 's  qua l i f i cat ions
inc lude a  Masters  in
Appl ied  F inance  and
Cert i f i cate  in  Bus iness
Account ing  and she i s  a
Member  of  the  Austra l ian
Inst i tute  of  Company
Directors .
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Andrew P ick les
Board Member

Board member  s ince  2021.
Prev ious ly  served on the  Board
of  Sunrays ia  Rura l  Counse l l ing
Serv ice  for  5  years .

Andrew's  rura l  background
stems f rom the  fami ly
farm in  north  centra l
V ic tor ia .  He  has  recent ly
ret i red  as  a  partner  of  law
f i rm Robertson Hyet ts
So l i c i tors  at  Bendigo
where  he  spec ia l i sed  in
commerc ia l  work  and is  a
former  pres ident  of  the
Bendigo Law Assoc iat ion.
Andrew was  a  commit tee
member  of  a  former  rura l
f inanc ia l  counse l l ing
serv ice  for  over  ten  years
and has  had extens ive
community  invo lvements .
As  wel l  as  Ar ts  and Law
degrees ,  Andrew holds
mediat ion  accredi tat ion
from Bond Univers i ty  and
has  been appointed an
arb i ter  under  the  Loca l
Government  Act .  
He  has  a  part icu lar
interest  in  corporate
governance  in  non-prof i t
organisat ions .

Leo Te l le fson
Board Member

Board member  s ince  2021.
Prev ious ly  served on the  Board
of  Sunrays ia  Rura l  Counse l l ing
Serv ice  for  9  years .

Leo is  invo lved in  rura l
bus iness  and farming
through h is  fami ly  farm
and a lso  owns the  loca l
butcher  shop in  h is  home
town of  Donald .
He is  current ly  a  Board
Member  of  the  Johnson-
Goodwin  Homes Aged Care
Fac i l i ty  in  Donald ,  the
Donald  Community
Centre/Neighbourhood
House and Buloke
Community  Enterpr ises
(Bendigo  Community  Bank
franchise )  and a
commit tee  member  of
Donald  Rac ing  C lub.
Leo has  prev ious ly  served
as  a  counc i l lor  on  Buloke
Shire  Counc i l  inc lud ing
two terms as  Mayor  and
on the  Donald
Hospi ta l /East  Wimmera
Heal th  Serv ice  Board.

Ky l ie  Zanker
Board Member

Board member  s ince  2021.
Prev ious ly  served on the  Board
of  Sunrays ia  Rura l  Counse l l ing
Serv ice  for  8  years .

Kyl ie  i s  a  Member  of  the
Austra l ian  Inst i tute  of
Company Directors .  She  i s
a  Yarr iambiack  Sh i re
Counc i l lor  (e lected 2008)
and is  current ly  serv ing
her  th i rd  non-consecut ive
term as  Mayor .
Ky l ie  i s  an  Ear ly  Ch i ldhood
Years  teacher  and has  a
spec ia l  in terest  in
ch i ldren ,  youth  and
community -minded
projects .
In  addi t ion  to  work ing  as  a
teacher ,  Ear ly  Years
program co-ord inator  and
univers i ty  lecturer  in
soc ia l  sc iences ,  Ky l ie  has
worked part - t ime wi th  the
Vic tor ian  Respons ib le
Gambl ing  Foundat ion 's
Gamblers  Help  Program,  in
the  hea l th  sector  and in
pro ject  management  wi th
the  Department  of
Educat ion & Tra in ing  and
the Department  of  Just ice
& Regulat ion.
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Board Execut ive  Meet ings  he ld  
7/7/22 ,  11/8/22 ,  8/9/22 ,  6/10/22 ,  3/11/22 ,
9/2/23 ,  16/2/23 ,  20/4/23 ,  11/5/23  & 1/6/23

Jack  Forbes ,  Cha ir
Lyn Heaysman 
John Senior  

BOARD MEETING REPORT

The meet ing  at tendance by  Board members  dur ing  the  year  1  Ju ly  2022
to  30  June 2023 is  noted be low.

Board Meet ings  he ld
25/8/22 ,  17/11/22 ,  
9/3/23  & 5/6/23

Jack  Forbes ,  Cha ir
Lyn Heaysman 
Andrew P ick les  
John Senior  
Leo Te l le fson 
Ky l ie  Zanker

4  of  4
3  of  4
3  of  4
4  of  4
4  of  4
2  of  4

10  of  10
9  of  10

10 of  10

F INANCIAL  REPORT

The Genera l  Purpose  F inanc ia l  Report  for  the  year  ended 30  June 2023 is  ava i lab le
on our  webs i te  www.ruralbc.com.au
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CHAIR’S REPORT

Rura l  Bus iness  and Community  (RB&C)
has  cont inued the  process  of  downsiz ing
–  a  consequence of  s ign i f i cant  changes
in  our  wor ld  of  funding  and grants  –
whi le  s t i l l  remain ing  re levant  across  our
networks  and rura l  communit ies .

In  Apr i l  2023 Rura l  Bus iness  Connect ions
wrapped up f ive  very  successfu l  years  of
workshops  and one- to-one support  for
rura l  smal l  bus iness  funded through the
Murray  Dar l ing  Bas in  Economic
Deve lopment  Program.  Whi le  that
funding  t ranche has  now ended,  we are
poised to  reconvene our  smal l  bus iness
support  should  new funding  become
avai lab le  in  the  not  too  d is tant  future .
Thank you,  D ianne Johnstone and J im
Chamouras ,  for  your  commitment  to  that
program.

The Murray  R iver  f lood event  which
occurred between November  2022 and
February  2023 was  a  s low-moving
natura l  d isaster  that  was  most ly  due to
heavy  ra in  and f lood events  main ly
interstate .  Our  SunRISE  Mapping  and
Research  program p layed a  v i ta l  ro le  in
prov id ing  in format ion on hort icu l tura l
areas  that  would  l ike ly  be  impacted by
approaching  f lood waters .  The  SunRISE
Mapping  program was  ab le  to  make
instant  compar isons  to  1956 f lood data
and draw on i ts  own h is tor ic  data  to
formulate  accurate  in format ion that
supported the  community  response and
recovery  ef for ts .  Thank you,  Sue  Argus
and Ju l ie  Hawt in ,  for  your  exce l lent  and
t imely  work .

Unfortunate ly  our  success ion p lanning
for  the  Execut ive  Of f i cer  ro le  for  RB&C
didn ’ t  come to  pass .  Af ter  enabl ing  a  few
months  of  ret i rement ,  we were  ab le  to
re-engage Patr ick  T immons on a
consul tancy  bas is  to  ass is t  the  programs
and staf f  when required.

In  January  2023 ,  a f ter  some research  and
focused d iscuss ions ,  the  RB&C Board
commit ted funds  to  formal ly  exp lore  the
poss ib i l i t ies  of  a  community  foundat ion
in  the  north-west .  Jenny  Garonne was
engaged for  three  months  to  research
the  community  foundat ion opt ion  for
Mi ldura  and surrounding  communit ies

and to  work  wi th  potent ia l  partner
organisat ions ,  report ing  back  to  the
RB&C Board in  Apr i l  2023.  The
opportuni ty  to  enhance corporate ,
pr ivate  and government  resources  into
communit ies  in  the  north-west  through
establ i sh ing  a  community  foundat ion was
c lear ly  ident i f ied .   We wi l l  cont inue to
support  the  network ing  and model l ing
required to  formal ly  estab l i sh  a
community  foundat ion that  supports  our
loca l  communit ies ,  and have  made our
organisat ion  ava i lab le  to  the
stakeholders  as  a  t rans i t iona l  or
permanent  ro le  p layer  in  i ts
estab l i shment .

Thank you Lorra ine  Argus  for  your  so l id
support  to  the  Board and s taf f .  Thank
you to  my fe l low Board members  for
the i r  commitment  and v is ion  for  our
communit ies .

RB&C wi l l  cont inue to  prov ide  serv ices
and support  rura l  communit ies  and
networks  for  as  long  as  grants  and
program funding  a l lows ,  and
opportuni t ies  permit .

Jack Forbes  
Chair

Aer ia l  imagery  sourced  f rom MetroMap



Strong loca l  bus inesses
create  community
cohes ion ,  and a
f lour ish ing  community
generates  loca l  bus iness .
That  ethos  was  woven
through the  cost - f ree  and
community - inc lus ive
programs that  RBC
del ivered over  the  past
three  years .

Few smal l  or  micro
bus inesses  had a
dedicated t ra in ing  or
workforce  deve lopment
budget .  RBC f i l led  the  gap
with  f ree  and access ib le
ways  for  loca l  bus iness
people  to  bu i ld  capabi l i ty ,
capac i ty  and connect ion.

RBC brought  expert
fac i l i ta tors  to  rura l  towns
and de l ivered over  2 ,000
serv ices ,  inc lud ing
workshop p laces ,
appointments  wi th  the
Smal l  Bus iness  F inanc ia l
Consul tant  and smal l
bus iness  consul tants ,  
p lus  hundreds  of  
hours  of  on l ine  
t ra in ing .

Th is  report  sees  the
successfu l  complet ion  of
Rura l  Bus iness
Connect ions  (RBC) .

RBC was  Rura l  Bus iness  &
Community ’ s  three-year
smal l  bus iness  program
funded through the
Austra l ian  Government ’s
Murray–Dar l ing  Bas in
Economic  Deve lopment
Program.  The program
helped e l ig ib le
communit ies  undertake
economic  deve lopment
act iv i t ies  to  of fset  the
impacts  of  past  water
recovery  under  the  Bas in
P lan.

RBC was  ava i lab le  to
ex is t ing  smal l  bus inesses ,
those  th ink ing  about
star t ing  a  smal l  bus iness ,
farmers ,  community  group
members  and vo lunteers
across  twelve  rura l  areas .
I t  was  cost - f ree  for
e l ig ib le  c l ients  and low-
cost  for  those  who l i ved
near  the  serv ice  target
areas .

RBC ’s  serv ices  inc luded
workshops  and pr ivate
appointments  that
supported new and
ex is t ing  smal l  bus iness
owners  in  put t ing  the
th ings  in  p lace  that  made
the ir  bus iness  bet ter  and
l i fe  eas ier .  Th is  inc luded
tra in ing ,  adv ice ,  and
ass is tance  to  he lp  rura l
people  nav igate
government  requirements
and improve  market ing ,
bus iness  s t rategy  and
operat ions .
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RURAL BUSINESS
CONNECTIONS

This  was  an  intent iona l
underp inning  phi losophy;
to  address  i so lat ion  and
boost  access ib i l i ty  for
communit ies  that
rout ine ly  missed out  on or
had to  t rave l  long
dis tances  to  access
profess iona l  and bus iness
deve lopment .

RBC was  contracted to
del iver  60  workshops ,  but
i t  de l ivered just  over  100 ,
far  exceeding  the  funding
guide l ines .

But  the  bang for  buck
rea l ly  came in  the  qual i ty
of  learn ing  and connect ion
and the  d i f ference  th is
made to  bus inesses  and
l ives  across  our  serv ice
area  of  rura l  NW V ic tor ia
and NSW.

PROGRAM REPORT 



The feedback  f rom part ic ipants  was
except iona l  –  both  in  terms of  the i r
pos i t ive  exper iences  but  a lso  in  the
outcomes that  emerged as  part ic ipants
implemented what  they  learned through
an RBC exper ience .  Many reported
increased sa les ,  bet ter  bus iness
pract ices  and f inanc ia l  pos i t ion ,
improved t ime management ,  less  s t ress ,
and more  conf idence.

These  were  remarkable  outcomes g iven
the d i f f i cu l t ies  reg ional  and rura l
bus inesses  exper ienced wi th  the
pandemic  over  the  de l ivery  per iod.

I t  was  a  pr iv i lege  to  manage th is
program that  had such a  pos i t ive  impact
in  rura l  areas .

I  thank  the  management ,  s ta f f  and Board
of  Rura l  Bus iness  and Community  for
support ing  th is  program,  a long wi th
MDBEDP for  funding  th is  work ,  our
network  of  workshop presenters  and
consul tants ,  and a l l  o f  our  c l ients  that
supported RBC by  coming to  events  or
shar ing  the  word to  recommend our
program to  others .

Dianne Johnstone
Program Manager
 

PROGRAM REPORT continued
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103 f ree  workshops  
100+ workshop p laces
100+ f ree  Smal l
Bus iness  F inanc ia l
appointments
100+ f ree  expert
t ra in ing  appointments
Cont inu i ty  over  e ight
lockdowns
Hundreds  of  hours  of
onl ine  t ra in ing
Feedback :  100%
benef ic ia l  to  at tendees ’
bus iness  operat ions

Rural  Business
Connect ions  del ivered:

RBC Cl ient  Feedback:

"Af ter  RBC I  became very
busy ,  my bus iness  name is
out  there ,  now I  need
planning  management
sk i l l s  to  keep up.  I  cou ld
very  eas i ly  increase  my
bus iness  and employ
another  person wi th  the
extra  work load. ”  

“We have  ga ined more
customers ,  we reach more
people  now wi th  our
bus iness .  I  save  t ime now,
as  I  can  use  apps  and
soc ia l  media  s i tes  more
ef f i c ient ly . ”

“ I ’m fee l ing  a  lot  more
conf ident  in  knowing  what
informat ion I  need to  be
track ing . ”  

“My soc ia l  media  bus iness
exposure  increased,  which
in  turn  has  increased my
bus iness . ”

“ I t  lead to  more  sa les  as
we s tar ted  promot ing
more products  and
serv ices  we have . ”

PROGRAM REPORT continued

"Bet ter  bus iness  f low of
systems and engagement
of  vo lunteer  s taf f  dut ies
and expectat ions  and
apprec iat ion. ”

“The onl ine  sess ions  were
very  good and a lso  le t  us
reach out  to  other
bus iness  owners . ”

“ I t  has  g iven me more
conf idence  in  set t ing  up
my bus iness  and g iven me
the connect ions  to  people
I  can  now r ing  and ask  for
further  adv ice . ”

“ I t  i s  he lp ing  me set  up  my
new bus iness  the  correct
way ,  as  the  adv ice  has
been amaz ing . ”

“ I  implemented some new
learnt  knowledge s t ra ight
away but  s t i l l  use  some of
what  I  learnt  on  a  da i ly
bas is  and when work ing
wi th  c l ients . ”

 “ I  purchased a  new car ,
wi th  th is  renewed
mot ivat ion ,  media
advert is ing  completed my
needs .  Hav ing  a  few
profess iona l  photos  and
on l ine  media  advert is ing
my bus iness  increased,  to
the  point  that  my serv ices
are  now prov id ing  a  much
needed serv ice  to  many
loca l  communit ies . ”

“Exce l lent  organisat ion
and program.  A l l  smal l
bus iness  owners  should  be
jumping  on board to  ga in
the  benef i ts . ”

“ I  am amazed at  the
knowledge ga ined f rom
attending  my workshop,
and the  connect ions  made
have a lso  been fu l f i l l ing .
Rura l  Bus iness
Connect ions  have
presented me wi th  the
sk i l l s  needed to  take  our
bus iness  to  the  next  leve l
and we are  bet ter  for  i t . ”



Key act iv it ies  and projects

The SunRISE  team was  product ive
thoughout  the  2022-23  year  mainta in ing
the  SunRISE  i r r igated crops  mapping  and
produc ing  customised maps ,  reports  and
dig i ta l  data  for  a  range of  c l ients .

Mapping the 2022 f lood

A key  act iv i ty  was  moni tor ing  and
mapping  the  2022 Murray  R iver  f lood.  

In  November  2022 ,  SunRISE  prov ided
mapping  to  the  Mi ldura  Inc ident  Contro l
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SunRISE MAPPING
& RESEARCH

PROGRAM REPORT  

Centre  ( ICC)  to  ass is t  w i th  management
of  the  f lood event .

The mapping  showed current  i r r igated
areas  over la id  wi th  1956 f lood extents  to
prov ide  an  overv iew of  hort icu l ture  that
could  be  impacted by  the  approaching
f lood waters .

A  report  and mapping  were  prepared for
the  Department  of  Jobs ,  Prec incts  and
Regions ,  completed in  Apr i l  2023
( ‘ Inundat ion of  crop areas  in  the  2022
f lood ’ ) .

As  the  f lood peak  moved f rom Swan Hi l l
to  Mi ldura ,  SunRISE  mapped i ts  extents
us ing  sate l l i te  imagery .  

The  ad jo in ing  map shows
f lood extents  in  re lat ion  to
i r r igated areas  in  the
Mi ldura  reg ion.
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SunRISE  Crop Reports

Mapping  of  i r r igated areas
has  been mainta ined by
SunRISE  Mapping  s ince
1997 and is  used to
prov ide  accurate
informat ion on i r r igat ion
changes  and t rends  in  the
Lower  Murray-Dar l ing
(LMD) .  

The  most  recent  complete
coverage  i s  o f  2021
irr igated areas  across  the
LMD in  V ic tor ia ,  New South
Wales  and South  Austra l ia .
Th is  mapping  has  been
used to  produce seven
customised Crop Reports .

The f i rs t  report  was
completed for  the  Mal lee
Catchment  Management
Author i ty  in  2021-22  ( ‘2021
Mal lee  Hort icu l ture  Crop
Report ’ ,  ava i lab le  f rom the
Mal lee  CMA webs i te ) .

The  fo l lowing  reports  were
produced in  2022-23 :

PROGRAM REPORT  continued

Murray Darl ing  Basin
Authority

The report  t i t led  ‘ I r r igated
crop area  data  for  the
Lower  Murray-Dar l ing  2003
to  2021 -  inc lud ing  ana lys is
of  the  Edward/Kolety  and
Wakool  r iver  system’  was
completed in  August  2022.
The report  and mapping
prov ide  the  MDBA wi th
informat ion about  how
irr igated land use  i s
changing  over  t ime wi th
respect  to  area ,  locat ion
and crop types .  Th is
informat ion i s  used to
update  and mainta in  the
hydro log ica l  model  of  the
River  Murray .  

The  report  can be  
downloaded f rom the
MDBA webs i te  under
Publ icat ions/ I r r igat ion
area  mapping  of  the  
Murray  and Lower  
Dar l ing  R ivers .

Dried Fruits  Austral ia

DFA commiss ioned SunRISE
to  produce a  report  on
changes  and t rends  in
dr ied-grape p lant ings  f rom
1997 to  2022.  The  report
wi th  in format ion  
on var iet ies  and areas  
of  dr ied  grape 
p lant ings  was  completed 
in  October  2022.  
Aggregated product ion  
f igures  for  the  2022 
harvest  were  inc luded;  
tonnages  ref lected a  
d i f f i cu l t  and wet  dry ing  
season.



Department of  P lanning
and Environment,  NSW

The Crop Report  prepared for  DPE
covered i r r igated areas  a long lower
reaches  of  the  Murray ,  Dar l ing ,  
Murrumbidgee and Wakool  r ivers .  
I t  was  completed in  May 2023.

Lower Murray Water

Lower  Murray  Water  commiss ioned
SunRISE  in  Apr i l  2023 to  produce a
Crop Report  spec i f i c  to  i ts  serv ice  area
for  i r r igat ion  supply .  The  report
commenced in  June 2023 and was
f ina l i sed  in  October .

Western Murray Irr igat ion

The Crop Report  for  Western  Murray
I rr igat ion  inc luded informat ion on
changes  and t rends  in  i r r igated
hort icu l ture  f rom 1997 to  2021 across
the  i r r igat ion  areas  of  Buronga/Gol  Gol ,  
Mourquong,  Coomeal la  and Cur lwaa.
The report  was  completed in  
November  2022.
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Swan Hi l l  Rural  C ity  Counci l

SHRCC commiss ioned SunRISE  to
produce reports  on  i r r igated and
dry land crops .  The  reports  inc luded
informat ion on land use  across  the
Swan Hi l l  loca l  government  area  and
est imates  of  the  gross  va lue  of
product ion  for  cropping  in  2021.  

F ina l  reports  were  suppl ied  in
December  2022 ( the  i r r igated crops
report )  and March 2023 ( the  dry land
crops  report ) .
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dig i ta l  mapping  for
i r r igat ion  des ign
purposes ;

crop maps  for  wine
grape growers
part ic ipat ing  in  the
Murray  Va l ley
Winegrowers
benchmark ing  pro ject ;

crop maps  for  Dr ied
Fru i ts  Austra l ia
growers ;

farm infrastructure
maps for  Freshcare
compl iance ;

maps  for  p lanning  and
management  of
i r r igat ion  deve lopment
or  redeve lopment ;

crop maps  for  export
market  reg is t rat ion;
and

land feature  maps  for
mine extract ion  s i tes .

Property  maps in  2022-23

Ju l ie  prepared over  160
property  maps  for
i r r igators  and property
owners  in  2022-23 .  Maps
were  customised and
suppl ied  in  hard  copy  and
dig i ta l  formats  depending
on c l ient  needs  which
inc luded:
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Planning for  acquis it ion of  2024
aerial  imagery  and mapping of  2024
irr igated areas

Mapping  of  i r r igated areas  i s
mainta ined on an ongoing  bas is  in
co l laborat ion  wi th  i r r igators ,  industry
groups ,  serv ice  prov iders ,  and land and
water  management  agenc ies .

The mapping  and databases  are
comprehens ive ly  updated every  three
years  based on h igh  reso lut ion  aer ia l
imagery .  The  next  mi lestone update  i s
scheduled for  2024 and p lanning  for
new aer ia l  imagery  commenced in  Apr i l
2023.  Th is  wi l l  be  the  tenth  imagery
acquis i t ion  program that  SunRISE  has
part ic ipated in  s ince  1997.

Imagery  acquis i t ion  partners  in  2024
wi l l  inc lude the  V ic tor ian  Coordinated
Imagery  Program,  Mal lee  Catchment
Management  Author i ty ,  Murray  Dar l ing
Bas in  Author i ty ,  SunRISE ,  Lower  Murray
Water ,  Wentworth  Sh i re  Counc i l ,
Western  Murray  I r r igat ion  and the
Department  of  P lanning  and
Env ironment ,  NSW.  

Key  areas  a long Lower  Murray-Dar l ing
r ivers  in  South  Austra l ia ,  V ic tor ia  and
New South  Wales  wi l l  be  f lown.  The
imagery  wi l l  be  used to  update  the
mapping  of  i r r igated crops  to  2024
status  ( Ju ly  2023 to  June 2024) .  Ana lys is
of  the  mapping  and databases  wi l l  be
undertaken la ter  in  2024 to  produce
informat ion and reports  on changes
and t rends  in  i r r igated hort icu l ture
from 1997 to  2024.  

Sue Argus
Program Manager
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Aer ia l  imagery  sourced  f rom MetroMap

Murray  R iver  in  f lood downstream of  Mi ldura  Racecourse
November  2022
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